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Dear Members,

I hope all of you have been wearing your masks and practicing social distancing to stay healthy 

and avoid Covid-19. It seems like it has been here forever.  I’m glad to see we are getting a little bit 

of a break and are able to move around a little. I’m not sure how you feel about the vaccine but 

for those who believe in it I hope you were able to get in.

It has been a long year without any truck shows to attend.  I have been to a couple out of state 

but that is all.  I was glad to see that the NorCal Chapter was able to pull theirs off.  With some 

changes to their regular show it went on so smooth.

I am also glad to say that we were fortunate enough to get clearance to have our show again.  It 

was sad to not have it last year, but we are on for this year. There will be changes to the show, but 

if everyone cooperates, we should have a fun time.

Hope to see all of you there.

Keep-on Truckin,

Dennis Chan

President



           

AMERICAN TRUCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ATHS Central California Chapter

Since 1987

35th Annual Truck Show

 

Amador County Fairgrounds

Plymouth, CA

April 24, 2021

Information: Ed (209) 825-1704

www.centralcaliforniaaths.com

ALL TRUCKS WELCOME

OLD/NEW - LARGE/SMALL

WORKING/RETIRED - TATTRED/TRICKED OUT
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Manuel Andreade Jr.
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BOARD MEMBERS

Bev Davis
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Scott Elley
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Manuel Andrade

408-279-0900

Sal DiSalvo
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                                                             Your input for the C.C.C. Newsletter is most welcome 

Send to : 

Danny Itatani 

CCC NEWSLETTER

P.O. BOX 13157

COYOTE, CA 95013    

email to72359pete@gmail.com

The next deadline for the 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NEWS 

 2021

IT’S ON

We are excited to announce that the Central California Chapter ATHS 

35th Annual Truck Show is ON!! – Show Day is April 24, 2021 -- 

COVID-19 is the controlling wild card – keeping it simple, eliminating 

indoor activities, and ensuring social distancing are mandatory to 

keep the Show going.  We are, therefore, sadly foregoing the BBQ 

Dinner, Raffle, and Coffee & Goodies Area.

We’ve secured “Dave’s Dawgs” to provide food and drinks, the 4H to 

take care of spectator parking, and we’re hoping the Saw Mill will be 

able to operate.

DRUM ROLL, PLEASE -- -- -- this years’ BIG Announcement – NO REG-

ISTRATION FEES – however, attached is the Registration Form – print 

it, fill it out, bring it and after parking take it to the Registration Table 

at Pokerville Hall for a FREE Dash Plaque.

Currently, we have secured the fairgrounds to load in on Friday, Sat-

urday Show, and Sunday ‘til noon to clean up.

As we move closer to Show Day – remain flexible as has been seen 

with this virus – things can change dramatically overnight.  

Fingers Crossed and keep moving forward - ‘hopefully the virus 

recedes to allow us all to regain normalcy.



C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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 JUNE 3-5, 2021 HARRISONBURB VIRGINIA NATIONALCONVENTION & TRUCK SHOW

 APRIL 24th 2021  Amador County Fairgrounds Plymouth, CA

submitted by Edward Hass

Donovan Bray asked me to write-up the story behind the P.E. Van Pelt Fire Apparatus Preservation 

Society (PEVPFAPS), for the newsletter of the Central California Chapter of ATHS.

The namesake for our organization, Percy Edward Van Pelt, was born in Stockton, CA, on August 12, 

1889, and died in Oakdale, CA, on December 2, 1963.

Newly discharged from WW I Navy service, 29-year-old Percy Van Pelt moved to Oakdale, CA in 1918, 

where he was quite successful in the produce and cattle businesses.

On September 12, 1921, P.E. Van Pelt became a salesman for W.T. Kerr, which was then the Oakdale 

dealership for Ford Motor Company.

On December 19, 1922, P.E. Van Pelt bought-out the six-year-old Central Garage in Oakdale, which 

repaired but did not sell automobiles. Van Pelt continued to offer repair service, but he added a show-

room next door, to sell new Dodge cars and Graham trucks.

On May 2, 1923, politicians and firefighters of Oakdale, CA, met to discuss the idea of buying a motor 

fire engine for the rural areas of the town, in addition to the one motor fire engine that was already in 

use downtown. Oakdale Fire Chief Otis Zorah Bailey owned a 5,000 acre grain farm. He knew that the 

biggest problem facing rural firefighting was the lack of a water source.  Many farms were far beyond 

the municipal water mains, and often far from any river or lake.

P.E. Van Pelt, a farmer himself, offered that he could install a water tank and a fire pump on a Graham 

truck, like the ones he was selling at his Central Garage showroom. It would be the first fire engine 

anywhere, ever to be specifically designed to fight agricultural fires.

On June 26, 1923, P.E. Van Pelt delivered his first fire engine, on a four-cylinder Graham Truck chassis, 

with a 50 gallon per minute fire pump, and a 225-gallon water tank, for $2,700. By comparison, a new 

1923 Ford Model T cost $364. On July 16, 1926, this first Van Pelt fire engine was rebuilt with a 425-

gallon water tank and a reinforced chassis frame, for another $600. Oakdale Fire Department still 

owns and has restored Van Pelt fire engine number 1.

It is uncertain how many more Van Pelt fire engines were built in the Central Garage in 1923 and 1924 

– at least one, and possibly as many as nine.

In 1925, P.E. Van Pelt Company was founded, separate of the Dodge dealership, to manufacture fire 

engines.  The company outlived its founder by 24 years. When production ceased in 1987, Van Pelt 

had built 3,197 fire trucks in 64 years, on nearly every make of commercial truck chassis. In the 1960s 

and 1970s, Van Pelt even manufactured its own custom fire apparatus chassis.

The roots of the P.E. Van Pelt Fire Apparatus Preservation Society go back to 1981, when fire apparatus 

historian Chris Cavette – then owner of a 1947 Dodge/Van Pelt fire engine – published the first list of 

Van Pelt fire engines. As I and others photographed Van Pelt fire engines in firehouses, in private 

collections, and at parades and car/truck shows, we all started to add to and to correct Chris’s list.

In 1995, I published this revised version of the 1981 Chris Cavette list of Van Pelt fire engines.
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In 2005, Chuck Madderom and I each independently published books about Van Pelt fire engines.

On July 22, 2006, by coincidence, 13 Van Pelt fire engines attended an event at Woodland, CA. It 

took me all morning, but I managed to get the owners to line-up 10 of the 13 Van Pelts side-by-

side for a group photo.

John Boer, owner of four Van Pelt fire engines, and chief of a fire department that owns two more 

Van Pelts, really liked my lineup photo. So he invited every owner of a Van Pelt fire engine that he 

could find, to attend a fire truck show at Turlock, CA, on August 25, 2007. 32 Van Pelt fire engines 

attended that day, including the first Van Pelt ever built, up to an example from the final year of 

production.

Right then and there, John and I began talking to the participating owners about the idea of 

forming a club for fans of Van Pelt fire trucks. The PEVPFAPS was informally founded on that day.

In November, 2014, PEVPFAPS became an official group on Facebook. From half a dozen members 

of the Facebook group, PEVPFAPS quickly grew to 200 members, then 500, then 1,000, and we are 

fast approaching 1,400 members. We now have members on seven Continents – all except Ant-

arctica.

PEVPFAPS now maintains an extensive archive of Van Pelt factory records, factory delivery photos, 

in-service photos, and current photos.

At over 300 pages, we have published the most complete and accurate list of Van Pelt fire engines 

ever created, a tremendous advancement over the original 1981 Chris Cavette list that started it 

all.

We are compiling our archives into Word files on a series of computer CDs, which we anticipate 

will exceed 3,000 pages. We have already compiled 1,200 pages of this digitized material. The 

entire archives in digital format will then become available to members for $60 per copy.

In the spring of 2020, the members elected the club’s first slate of officers: Francis Enos, President; 

Chris Egebjerg, Vice President; Ed Hass, Secretary; Michael Gilliam, Director; and Gary Castagnetti, 

Safety Officer. We are still seeking a Treasurer and one more Director, to complete the full slate of 

officers.

We have held three teleconference membership meetings this year. We look forward to face-to-

face membership meetings, when the Covid-19 pandemic ends. We have even picked-out the 

perfect venue for our next meeting: a restaurant in a former firehouse that once housed two Van 

Pelt fire engines.

One of our goals is to become an official chapter of the Society for the Preservation and Apprecia-

tion of Antique Motor Fire Apparatus in America (SPAAMFAA), which we aim to achieve in the 

spring of 2021. SPAAMFAA was founded in 1958, and I have been a member since 1968.

We also want to host SPAAMFAA’s 2023 national convention on June 24, 2023, in Van Pelt’s home 

town of Oakdale, CA, to coincide with 100 years since delivery of the first Van Pelt fire engine. At 

the 2023 Van Pelt centennial, we also hope to exceed our turn-out of 32 Van Pelt fire engines from 

the day our organization was founded. That shouldn’t be too hard to do: there are currently 12 

Van Pelt fire engines physically located within the city limits of Oakdale alone. And at least 7 more 

within Stanislaus County. And dozens more within 100 miles of Oakdale.

The photo shows our club’s official logo, which we plan to offer to our members on a t-shirt.
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Central California ATHS Chapter Membership Application

Please complete and return this from with your check.

Central California Chapter  of A.T.H.S.            Please Print clearly

New Membership             Renewal

First Name _____________________ Last Name _____________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________ State ___________________ Zip ____________

Email ________________________________________________

If you own a truck Please List 

Year_________Make________________________Model____________________

Year_________Make________________________Model____________________

Year_________Make________________________Model____________________

Yearly Chapter Dues $15.00

(Renewal Date Dec. 31 each year)

Please make checks payable to

A.T.H.S CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER

ATHS  By-laws State that all local members must also be national members in good standing

Mail to
ATHS CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER

4435 N. FIRST STREET#143

LIVERMORE, CA  94550-2215
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REGISTRATION FORM

PLEASE PRINT

NAME ________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________

CITY ________________ STATE____ ZIP_____

PHONE ______________________

EMAIL _______________________________

Please fill out, take to Registration Table at 

Pokerville Hall and pick up a free 2021 Dash 

Plaque (1 per truck)




