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Dear Members,

Hope all of you are well and staying healthy and free from COVID 19.

I am as well as everyone I know and contact has been very cautious, practicing social 

distancing and wearing a mask. I cannot believe how it has affected all of our ATHS 

activities. No local truck shows to go to, a couple out of state but all and all NONE.

I hope we will get back to normal, if ever again.

 

Ed Coughlin is looking for a bigger place to have our January meeting. Lowry’s 

Petroleum is a bit too crowded if we are going to be practicing social distancing. 

I am hoping we will be allowed to have our gathering. Besides, I won’t want to put 

that one on the folks at Lowry’s Petroleum. 

Ed has also been in contact with the Amador County fairgrounds and has April 24th 

reserved. Again, I am hoping 

by then we will be allowed 

to have our show.

Hope you can stay healthy

and enjoy whatever is 

ahead of us.

Keep on Truckin’

Dennis Chan

President
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                                                     JANUARY 2021 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

I have had no luck finding a venue that could or would accept our group in early January – actually, 

no venue was accepting groups more that 10-12 individuals.  With this in mind, the January 2021 

membership meeting will be postponed until venues become available.

What about the April Truck Show?  The fairground is optimistic, but they have no firm word on 

when they can schedule such events.  The Show is a priority of the fairgrounds, so we just wait 

until State officials send out new rules.

                Howard C. Kirkland born July 11,1923 died August 23, 2020

    Howard and his wife Kay were from Long Beach CA. They started a water truck 
and heavy transportation business in 1956. Howard had an uncle who owned 
property in the Shenandoah Valley California. Howard and Kay loved that area so 
much that they wanted to purchase land and make plans to retire there. They were 
able to purchase 120 acres in 1962. The now famous Kirkland Ranch is where 
Howard and Kay lived out their dreams. They both loved old cars and trucks. 
Sometime in the 1980’s they discovered the ATHS group. 
     They loved it and fit right in. It wasn’t long after they joined the group, they made 
an offer to host the Central Valley Chapter of ATHS at the Kirkland Ranch. They 
hosted this event every April for 28 years. It was Howard’s pleasure to see and 
accommodate the trucks and the wonderful people who attended the shows. 
Howard became ill with Alzheimer’s in about 2008. Slowly his symptoms 
progressed as this disease takes away a person’s memories and ability to make 
good decisions. Sadly, the truck show had to be moved to the county fairgrounds 
in Plymouth.
  
     Howard not only made his living in the trucking business, but he truly lived for 
the truck shows and the joy it brought to those who visited Kirkland Ranch.

    I’m sure he will be missed but rest assured his joyful spirit is watching over his 
fellow truckers and their families

Bless you all for loving my Dad,
Dena Kirkland.



PAGE - 03

 

               

2020 OFFICERS AND

BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT

Dennis Chan

916-381-6063

916-761-8854

VICE PRESIDENTS

ED COUGHLIN

209-825-1704

SECRETARY

Al Nunes

209-823-3224-Office

209-608-2001-Cell

TREASURER

DONOVAN BRAY

925-487-5041

REGIONAL

VICE PRESIDENT

Manuel Andreade Jr.

408-279-0900

408-218-0448

BOARD MEMBERS

Bev Davis

916-944-1087

Scott Elley

209-894-5425

Manuel Andrade

408-279-0900

Sal DiSalvo

209-993-1242

                                         

                                                             Your input for the C.C.C. Newsletter is most welcome 

Send to : 

Danny Itatani 

CCC NEWSLETTER

P.O. BOX 13157

COYOTE, CA 95013    

email to72359pete@gmail.com

The next deadline for the 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NEWS 

 2021

Hello

Donovan Bray asked me to introduce myself as a new member of the Cen-

tral California chapter of ATHS, and to tell other members (through the 

chapter newsletter) how I got interested in old trucks. While I like all types of 

old trucks, I specialize in old fire engines.

    My family’s interest in fire apparatus began on April 30, 1911, when a fire 

destroyed more than 400 buildings over a 55-acre area of Bangor, Maine. My 

grandparents lost their home and all of their belongings in that fire.  My 

grandma, Grace Hass, was then 28 years old, and expecting her second child, 

but she miscarried due to the stress of losing everything.

     After that 1911 fire, my grandparents moved into two old shacks joined 

together. Grandma Hass became a very vocal advocate of better fire 

engines, better firefighter training, and stricter building codes, to prevent a 

repeat of that disaster. Between 1912 and 1918, Grandma Hass bore three 

more children in that double shack, the youngest being my dad, Bill Hass.

    In 1914, Grandma took a train from Bangor, ME, to witness and to help out 

at another conflagration, in Salem, MA. I still have a photo she took of one of 

Boston’s fire engines operating at that 1914 fire. In the years since that first 

photo in 1914, thirteen members of the Hass family have taken literally 

hundreds of thousands of photos of new and antique fire engines. And of 

many interesting and unusual commercial trucks, too.

     Early on, dad developed an interest in engineering. In 1937, at age 19, dad 

tried to become a fire department engineer, to drive the fire trucks and 

operate the fire pumps. But you first have to spend years dragging fire hose 

through flames and smoke, before you are promoted to a fire department 

engineer. Dad had no interest in doing that.

    Eventually, dad did work in engineering, at Mack Trucks for two years 

(1956-1958) and then for 22 years (1958-1980) at Worthington Pumps.

From 1937 until his death in 2004, Bill Hass was internationally known as an 

historian of a type of high-rise fire apparatus, called water towers. 



C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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At 424 pages, dad’s 1989 book is still the definitive reference on the history of water tower fire 

apparatus. I published and marketed that book for him.

    As his mother had done with her four children, dad took me and my two brothers to a lot of 

fire stations and firefighter parades when we were growing up.  Since my teen years, most of 

my friends have been firefighters, private owners of antique fire engines, fire service historians, 

and fire apparatus photographers. Early on, I became especially interested in the history and 

products of the Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Company of Cincinnati, Ohio.

     In 1962, when I was seven years old, I first met Ahrens-Fox Company Chief Engineer Curt 

Nepper. From 1970 to 1995, I visited Curt every summer. My last visit with Curt was in the hospi-

tal in 1995, one week before he died. I also had the honor to call five other former Ahrens-Fox 

Company employees my friends.

   In 1966, when I was 11, my dad unsuccessfully tried to buy a 1932 fire engine for $200. The 

deal fell through, and the truck was hauled off to a junkyard and cut up. In the 1970s, dad tried 

to raise money to build a full-size working replica of a unique 1878 fire engine, but nobody was 

interested in investing in that project.

    In 1968, at age 13, my first article about old fire trucks was published in a hobbyist magazine.

1968 is also the year when I joined the Society for the Preservation and Appreciation of 

Antique Motor Fire Apparatus in America (SPAAMFAA), of which I have been a member ever 

since. SPAAMFAA is to the antique fire engine hobby, what ATHS is to the antique truck hobby. 

In years past, I have served as Secretary and as webmaster for the California chapter of SPAAM-

FAA. I am also a past recipient of the National SPAAMFAA President’s Award as an outstanding 

fire apparatus historian.

     In 1970, when I was just 14 years old, I was one of five founders of the Ahrens-Fox Fire Buffs’ 

Association (AFFBA). For the next 21 years, I served as President of AFFBA, and as 

editor/publisher of their quarterly magazine, The Silver Sphere.

On March 24, 1979, at age 23, I bought “Millie,” my 1953 Ahrens-Fox 750 gallon per minute 

centrifugal pumper, which I have owned ever since, and still own. Millie is of a style known as 

the “Nepper Fox,” after its designer and my friend, Ahrens-Fox Chief Engineer Curt Nepper.

85 Nepper Foxes were built between 1947 and 1955. I have the distinction of owning the only 

fully restored Nepper Fox that still has its factory original motor, transmission, body, chassis, 

and fire pump.

    During 1979, 1980, and 1981, Millie won numerous trophies at historic vehicle events in CT, 

NY, NJ, and PA.

    In 1981, I moved from New Jersey to California. My younger brother and I drove Millie nearly 

600 miles from New Jersey to storage in the barn of another fire engine collector near Dayton, 

 

     

 

 JUNE 3-5, 2021 HARRISONBURB VIRGINIA NATIONALCONVENTION & TRUCK SHOW

 APRIL 24th 2021  Amador County Fairgrounds Plymouth, CA
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Ohio. Then we hopped a Greyhound bus from Dayton to California.

    The next summer, 1982, my best friend, the late firefighter and mechanic Jack Nealon, and I 

drove from CA back to Ohio. We then drove Millie west from Ohio to California. After 1,200 miles 

under her own power, climbing the Rocky Mountains proved too much for Millie. We had to load 

her on a truck at Cheyenne, WY, and haul her the remaining 1,200 miles to her new home.

Several friends of mine and I began a slow restoration of Millie in 1982, which was completed in 

1993. Since then, Millie has won numerous trophies at antique car, truck, and fire engine events 

from San Francisco to Fresno. Both of my children were raised around Millie, and attended many 

events all over California aboard Millie. And now my three grandchildren are also starting to get 

to know Millie.

     My second date with Maria Mijares in 1996 ended with me driving Maria home aboard Millie. 

Maria and I have been married for 24 years. We moved from San Jose to Sacramento in 2001.

On August 25, 2007, I was one of the founders of the P.E. Van Pelt Fire Apparatus Preservation 

Society (PEVPFAPS). This organization became a Facebook Group in 2014. In the six years since, 

we have seen membership swell to almost 1400 members, on every continent except Antarctica. 

And this year, the members officially elected me Secretary, a position I had been serving de facto 

since 2007. The PEVPFAPS story will be the subject of a future chapter newsletter article.

I have written over 150 published magazine articles about old fire engines and old trucks since 

1968.

    I wrote and published my first book about old fire engines in 1982, and also have written sev-

eral books about antique trucks. I am currently writing my 45th book about the history of fire 

engines and trucks.

   In 2017, my wife and I founded a company called 3Dimensional Historic Supply Service, LLC (3D 

HASS), for the purpose of selling my books and magazine articles about trucks and fire engines, 

and of designing, manufacturing, and selling reproduction parts for the restoration and mainte-

nance of antique cars, trucks, motorcycles, fire engines, trains, and airplanes. We are a small and 

modestly profitable company. 2017 is also the year I finally joined the National ATHS. Since then, I 

have had two articles published in Wheels of Time. Maria and I have been regular attendees at 

the annual ATHS Central CA event in Plymouth, CA, since 2007, and we have attended three 

national ATHS conventions since 2004.

    Since November, 2019, I have been a volunteer docent at the Sacramento Regional Fire 

Museum in West Sacramento, CA, which owns and displays an impressive collection of antique 

hand-drawn, horse-drawn, and motorized fire engines.

      My wife and I have gotten to know several local ATHS members over the years. We look 

forward to meeting more Central CA ATHS members. And I like forward to being a regular con-

tributor of articles to the ATHS Central CA chapter newsletter.

                          The photo shows Millie, our restored 1953 Ahrens-Fox fire engine.
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Central California ATHw Chapter Membership Application 

Please Complete and Return this form ith your check unless paying online. Please Print Clearly 

ATHw By-la s state that all chapter members must also be National Members in good standing 

 The additional charge co ers the cost of credit card processing. 

First Name:  Last Name: 

Address: 

City:   wtate:  Zip: 

Email: 

When Paid By Mail  * NEW: When Paid Online * 

Yearly Chapter Dues $  
Rene al Date Dec. 3  each year  

Yearly Chapter Dues  $  
Rene s Annually  

Make check and Mail to: 
ATHS Central California Chapter 

 N. First Street #  
Livermore, CA 9 -  

 
Visit: https://athsccc.org/members 

 
Click wubscribe! 

https://athsccc.org/members
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This REO truck in this article was pretty tired, just like its crew.  Following 
World War II there were a lot of trucks built to re-tool America.  The country 
had put all its manufacturing capacity into the war effort.  The 1947 REO 
Speedwagon truck was one of those needed vehicles to help refit and rebuild 
our nation.  Having seen its useful life used up many years before, the men 
operating this Speedwagon would frequently come to our shop to put water 
in the radiator since the radiator had boiled over again.  Once refreshed, 
off they would go to buck more bales. 
 
One afternoon Hardesty and Skeeter came to the shop, rolling the front tire 
and wheel.  It was flat. After doing their traditional handstand against the 
wall, each hosing the other’s top, now down, off with water, Hardesty said, 
“Maybe we can get this tire recapped.”  The tire was as smooth as a pool 
table top.  After looking for a second, Skeeter said, “Recap! RECAP?  By 
da’ time dey gets done grindin’ on it, dey be grindin’ on da tube!”

God bless the men and machines that taught me the merits of hard work, 
humor when things are going badly, and the wonderful old trucks they drove.  

This story reminds me of the 5’6” Filipino that drove the white 1956 Peterbilt 
for Marino Bros. Trucking out of Stockton…..maybe next newsletter.

Do you have a story to share?  Ain’t no gud at written?  Send it to me and I’ll 
wordsmith it and we can help Danny with our newsletter. 
 
richard.marshall46@gmail.co.

The guy with the red 
’72 358 Pete

I REMEMBER WHEN - continue from  JUNE CCCN




